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spirit of which it was an outcome. Hobbes had not
with him the finest scientific minds of the century, such
as Newton, though these were laying the foundations
of modern rationalism. The age ofthedufktarungwzs
beginning. The conflict between the secular and the
religious, of the world and the flesh with the spirit,
was shifting its terrain from literature and the arts
to science and philosophy. 'The Aufklarung\ says
Troeltsch, 'is the beginning and the foundation of the
modern period in European culture in opposition to
the hitherto controlling theological and ecclesiastical
culture against which, since the end of the Middle
Ages, vigorous counter - currents had set in, but
which, since the cleavage in the Church, had re-
established itself with intensified strength/ The aim
and endeavour of the new philosophy would be
to shift the sanctions of moral and political life
from supernatural and authoritative to natural and
rational grounds. The philosophy of the Aufkldrung
represents the first comprehensive conflict with the
traditions of the Church and of Antiquity, a conflict
in which the protagonists were filled, to begin with,
with a confidence in the power of reason to achieve a
betterment of the world by an uninterrupted progress
such as had never been dreamed of before except by
s the way of a supernatural interposition. Reason was to
do what the Renaissance arid Reformation had failed
to effect. But this confident rationalism, we can now
'See, or are beginning to see, was not, as its champions
claimed and its antagonists feared, *the natural and
normal form of human thought whenever it is left
free to go its own way, but an historically determined
product of definite circumstances and conditions. . . .
Her methods are determined by the traditions of
ancient thought and the new science . . . her proper
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